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" Later,55 I said. " Just now I want food for eight hundred."
The young man was patient with me. " You mustn't bother the
colonel! You ought to see the commissary."
" No," I said, " I'll see the colonel The commissary couldn't give
me supplies without an order from the colonel, could he ? "
" The point is this," the officer said. " You'd be disturbing the
colonel at a bad time. He's studying the Hayne case."
" What's the Hayne case?"
The young officer rolled his eyes in mock despair. " My God, I
thought everybody in the world knew about the Hayne case ! Why,
nobody talks about anything .else ! Hayne's the rebel colonel that
broke his parole to fight with the rebels. Everybody in Charleston's
trying to persuade the colonel not to hang him."
" That doesn't sound like a matter that requires much study," I
said. " If he ought to be hanged, he ought to be hanged. If he oughtn't,
he oughtn't Anyway, my eight hundred people need food, whether
Hayne's hanged or not."
" I didn't get your name," the officer said, and I thought my
persistence had angered him.
" I'm Oliver Wiswell," I said. " Captain in the King's American
Dragoons."
" There's no such regiment," the young man said promptly.
" Now look here, sir," I said, " I've explained my business and
answered all your questions, I won't waste time arguing. A good part
of my eight hundred people are women and children. Will you take
me to Colonel Balfour, or must I break into every room in this hpuse
in order to find him ? "
" I can't take you to him," he said. " Our orders were to let nobody
in."
One of the other two said thoughtfully, " Weren't our orders to tell
everybody that the colonel was busy and unable to see any one ? "
" I think they were," the first officer said. He eyed me coldly,
" Well, we've done our best" He glanced meaningly from me to a
near-by door, and all three of them deliberately turned their backs
on me:
" Thank you, gentlemen," I said.
As I started for the door, one of the three officers turned to me
again. " I take it you're a stranger here, Captain. It might save you
asking a lot of questipns if I tell you that the Commissary Stores are
opposite the government wharf on Ashley River. There's a supply train
going out this evening, bound for Orangeburg."